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Balwin Properties breaks world green Edge registration
record

The International Finance Corporation (IFC) has confirmed that JSE-listed property developer Balwin Properties’ Edge
registration of over 16,000 units is a global first. Created by the IFC, Edge responds to the need for a measurable solution
to prove the financial case for building green, and to help jumpstart the proliferation of green buildings. The Edge standard
is set at a minimum of 20% reduction across energy consumption, water usage and embodied energy in materials.

Steve Brookes, founder and CEO of Balwin Properties, commented: “Using the Edge software we now have a cost-effective
planning tool that helps us to build green based on occupant behaviour, building type and the local climate. Importantly,
Edge registration provides our environmentally conscious buyers and tenants with the assurance that they are minimising
their own environmental footprint whilst saving on utility costs over the long term.”

Solid Green Consulting was appointed to consolidate performance specifications for construction practices across Balwin
Properties portfolio, to create an edge-compliant standard specification and to support the Edge registration process.

Chilufya Lombe, director at Solid Green, added, “It is encouraging to see such a large developer taking on the challenge of
addressing climate change, and we commend Balwin Properties for its leadership in this sector. Sustainability making
business sense is an important part of meeting the challenge. The stereotype of green buildings not being financially viable
is being proven wrong, and the economy of scale of a standardised approach for a portfolio of this size is significant.”
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“As a large and active residential developer, it is encouraging to see Balwin Properties realise the short- and long-term
gains of designing, building and operating green buildings,” commented Dorah Modise, GBCSA CEO.

“To do so during an economic downturn, when many developers are holding back on upfront costs, shows they have

realised the benefits of making better design work harder to increase operational savings, market appeal and accelerate
property values.”

The registration is expected to be completed over a period of six months.
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