
 

Leigh Kinross is Associated Media Publishing's new
managing director

Associated Media Publishing recently promoted Leigh Kinross to managing director. Since joining the business in 2010, as
business development manager at Cosmopolitan, Kinross has been instrumental in driving the business strategy - working
in multiple divisions from sales and marketing to brand experiences and sponsorships - across the group.

Associated Media Publishing has recently promoted Leigh Kinross to managing director. Image supplied.

“Leigh has worked inside and alongside AMP for the last 20 years. She is totally immersed in the world of omnichannel
publishing, and has shown commitment above and beyond through the toughest times in the reinvention of traditional
publishing. I have total trust and confidence that Leigh will take Associated Media to the next level in her new and well-
deserved role of managing director,” says Julia Raphaely, Associated Media CEO.

Here, Kinross talks to us about her career so far and how, as the new managing director, she will focus on driving the
overall strategy of AMP, continuing to create a spotlight for their brands, and how she intends to also seek opportunities to
collaborate with like-minded brands and businesses.
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Congrats on your appointment! How do you feel about it?

Thank you, I am super excited! I am passionate about our industry and up for the challenge.

When is/was the effective date?

1 October.

What excites you most about the Associated Media Publishing and where it’s going?

There is a lot of disruption in the traditional media space, but we are also seeing a lot of opportunity. As media models
evolve, our ability to be agile in our approach to content, partnerships and collaboration is what drives us all. Our focus is to
continue to put the consumer at the front and centre of what we do, and drive conversations that matter. Where better to do
that than media in South Africa?

What do you love most about your career in publishing?

Every day is day one! No two weeks are the same, and never before has it been easier to take an idea or project and just
run with it. The fact that we are a small independent business helps.

Any career highlights you’re particularly proud of?

AMP recently won gold at the New Generation Digital Awards for our Ready to Shop innovation. This is important for the
business, and so well deserved for teams who have worked tirelessly to bring it to life.
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However, overall, I would say the continued first-to-market initiatives, focusing our efforts on producing exceptional content.
This includes the first global transgender cover and the first selfie cover collaboration with YouTube, both on Cosmopolitan,
and, more recently, the Good Housekeeping Millennial Mom survey, which has generated insights that we have gathered
and are about to take to market.

Tell us a bit about your experience and how this has equipped you for your new position.

I have worked in the magazine media space for 18 years – in various roles, from business development, sales, marketing
and digital to events and sponsorships. I have a good understanding of how the teams work together to optimise output. The
experience helps me make quick decisions, which is important in a fast-paced industry. The omnichannel evolution has
driven our flexible, always-on mindset. I’ve had a lot of learning – and continue to learn – seeing both successes and failure
on all the platforms.

What are you most looking forward to the most or enjoying so far?

Working with the teams – we have the most dynamic people in our business; a diverse set of talent and thought leaders.
The business has a fairly flat structure; we encourage input and participation from everyone.

What’s at the top of your to-do list (at work)?

Continue to find and work with the right partners! My focus is to drive the overall strategy of AMP, continue to create a
spotlight for our brands and seek opportunities to collaborate with like-minded brands and businesses.

What are you currently reading/watching/listening to for work?

I am a podcast junkie, I’m currently listening to the Digiday series, amongst others. I recently listened to CEO Justin Smith
from Bloomberg – a great episode, I highly recommend it. I am always on the lookout to learn more, I love connecting with
people and exploring new collaborations – even in the toughest of times there is always opportunity.

Tell us something about yourself not generally known?

All the winners of the 2019 New Generation Social & Digital Media Awards
7 Oct 2019

#FairnessFirst: #SayYesToLove with Cosmo SA's Laverne Cox cover exclusive!
Leigh Andrews  5 Feb 2018

The secret behind AMP's impressive digital snowball
Leigh Andrews  2 Jun 2015

Sustainability at the heart of business
Justin Smith  19 Jul 2013
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I’m fascinated with biohacking, which feeds my podcast addiction. Listen to Dave Asprey and Luke Storey if you want to
know more!

Connect with Kinross on LinkedIn and for news and updates, visit the Associated Media Publishing website or follow the
group on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
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