
 

UN report on rise of anti-semitism includes BDS
movement

UN special rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief Ahmed Shaheed recently released a comprehensive report on the
global rise of anti-semitism. The report also addresses the activities of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement
(BDS), noting claims of an increasing use of anti-semitic narratives in "expressing anger at the policies or practices of the
Government of Israel".
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The report notes, “In some cases, individuals expressing such views have engaged in Holocaust denial; in others, they have
conflated Zionism, the self-determination movement of the Jewish people, with racism, claimed that Israel does not have a
right to exist and accused those expressing concern about anti-semitism of acting in bad faith."

In the report, Shaheed stressed that, "Expression that draws on anti-semitic tropes or stereotypes, rejects the right of Israel
to exist or advocates discrimination against Jewish individuals because of their religion, should be condemned."

Anti-BDS laws passed

Governments around the world have already passed motions against BDS. The German parliament passed a resolution
declaring the BDS movement as anti-semitic in May this year. 27 states in the US have passed anti-BDS laws, as did
Canada and the Czech Republic. France applies hate-speech laws against BDS activities, upholding the notion that the
actions are discriminatory. Spokeswoman for the European Commission Mina Andreeva also reiterated earlier this month
that, "The EU does not support any form of boycott or sanctions against Israel and the EU rejects attempts by the
campaigns of the so-called Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions movement to isolate Israel.”

https://www.bizcommunity.com/
https://undocs.org/A/74/358
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/10/1049591
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/17/world/europe/germany-bds-anti-semitic.html


The UN report on anti-semitism follows a dramatic rise in violent anti-semitic incidences, including the recent shooting
attacks on synagogues in the US and Germany. Addressing the issue as well, Pope Francis publicly condemned anti-
semitism this month.
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/synagogue-massacre-led-string-attack-plots-report-191021093450593.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/germany-s-jewish-community-demands-greater-security-after-synagogue-shooting-n1064511
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-11/pope-at-angelus-married-couples-laity-models-for-the-faith.html
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