
 

#BehindtheSelfie with... Qingqile 'WingWing' Mdlulwa,
CCO at The Whole Idea

This week, we go behind the selfie with former Loeries chair Qingqile 'WingWing' Mdlulwa, now founder and chief creative
officer at creative brand consultancy The Whole Idea, as well as #NedbankIMC2020 speaker.

Mdlulwa says, “We all know there’s no such thing as an honest selfie!”

1. Where do you live, work and play?

I live on the northern side of Joburg, and I work and play everywhere.

2. What’s your claim to fame?

Is there a stranger name in the industry? Oh, and I write the Everyday Xhosa page on Facebook.
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Today’s isiXhosa word is IINTLONI, it means embarrassment/shame. And I
suspect, derived or somehow related to INTLONIPHO (respect). It’s only
halfway through EyeDumba (February) yet our “leaders” have
embarrassed us more times than I care to remember. They must have all
got a copy of “New Ways To Embarrass Your Country” for Christmas.

 Ndineentloni (I am ashamed) because I thought we were supposed to be
led by the best and brightest of our country. Every couple of years we qu...
See more
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 3. Describe your career so far.

It's been a movie. A dark comedy.

4. Tell us a few of your favourite things.

Not so much things, but people are my favourite. I love people.

5. What do you love about your industry?

The most exciting thing, which I love about my industry, is that there's always new talent coming through.

“



6. Describe your average workday, if such a thing exists.

My workday starts with exercise at 5:30am most days, followed by the school run – those are the only two constants. I
prefer to be home by 7pm, for family time, after which I sometimes resume work after 9pm or 10pm, depending on the
workload.

7. What are the tools of your trade?

A sense of humour, heart, coffee and respect, lots of respect.

View this post on Instagram

Don’t miss @rocksteadyq, Qingqile ‘WingWing’ Mdlulwa at #NedbankIMC2020 as
he tackles a trend in South Africa that often gets seen but goes unnoticed.
#MarketingWorks Book your tickets today. Link in bio.
A post shared by IMC Conference (@imcconference) on Sep 11, 2019 at 11:00pm PDT
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8. Who is getting it right in your industry?

I'm a big fan of independent agencies, and we have two very good ones that are giving the multinational brands a run for
their money!

9. List a few pain points the industry can improve on.

10. What are you working on right now?I'm working on establishing my new creative consultancy The Whole Idea in the market.

11. Tell us some of the buzzwords floating around in your industry at the moment, and
some of the catchphrases you utter yourself.

4IR, content, storytelling.

Personally, I like: "Suba weak mfondini," hahaha! [Ed: Google Translate says this means,
“Get weak in the fray”]

12. Where and when do you have your best ideas?

Literally anywhere and everywhere, but I have to admit, the shower is pretty special to me.

13. What’s your secret talent/party trick?

In addition to the international keynote by the Global CMO of Burger King,
@fermachado123, the #NedbankIMC2020 will play host to a total of 20 insightful
speakers who are making marketing work: @alistairjohnking @g_in_culture
@rocksteadyq. Don’t miss out on this soon to be sold out conference.
#MarketingWorks Book your early bird ticket today:
https://imcconference.com/tickets/
A post shared by IMC Conference (@imcconference) on Aug 13, 2019 at 1:04am PDT

”

Scopen's Cesar Vacchiano analyses the 2019 Agency Scope Study
Juanita Pienaar  22 Nov 2019

“ The biggest one by far is the struggle for relevance in a world and a marketplace that's changed much faster than

most had anticipated. We were caught with our pants down, we now need to pull them up chop-chop. ”

#BizTrends2020: The year of storytelling
Masego Motsogi  14 Jan 2020
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I haven't used a bottle opener to open a beer in ages.

14. Are you a technophobe or a technophile?

Technophile, definitely.

15. What would we find if we scrolled through your phone?

Selfies with my two-year-old, guitar apps, references for work and tons of music.

16. What advice would you give to newbies hoping to crack into the industry?

There is literally nobody else like you, that's your biggest differentiator. Bring all of you, don't self-censor, don't be
apologetic.

 

Today’s isiXhosa word is IBHABHATHANE, it means butterfly, the insect.
Probably from the word bhabha, which means to fly.

So that’s what you call the millions of white flying insects that have invaded
parts of Gauteng, KZN, Free State and the Northern Cape,
AMABHABHATHANE (plural). Not bhotolo (butter) mpukane (a fly), or
bhotolobhabha.

 Although I do like the sound of “Float like a bhabhathane, sting like a bee.”
... See more
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Simple as that. Follow Mdlulwa on LinkedIn, Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram; Everyday Xhosa on Facebook; and follow the Nedbank IMC on LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook
and Instagram, as well as the Nedbank IMC press office for the latest updates. The Nedbank IMC Conference 2020
takes place on 19 March at The Galleria, Sandton. Tickets are now sold out, so watch for all the coverage on
Bizcommunity!
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The ad industry needs diversity to thrive
Qingqile 'Wingwing' Mdlulwa  22 Jan 2018
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Leigh Andrews AKA the #MilkshakeQueen, is former Editor-in-Chief: Marketing & Media at Bizcommunity.com, with a passion for issues of diversity, inclusion and equality, and of
course, gourmet food and drinks! She can be reached on Twitter at @Leigh_Andrews.
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