
 

Uganda petitioned to respect free speech

The African Freedom of Expression Exchange (AFEX), a network of freedom of expression organisations on the continent,
has petitioned Ugandan president Yoweri Museveni, calling on him to make a commitment to protect and defend free
speech in the face of the deteriorating freedom of expression situation and the abuse of freedom of assembly rights in
Uganda.

Image by 123RF

The petition was motivated by the recent wave of attacks on the media, opposition leaders and supporters during the
country's elections, in the aftermath of the electioneering period and in the context of other major national events.

The petition highlights 26 incidents of freedom of expression violations that have been perpetrated with impunity in Uganda
in 2016 alone (from January to the second week of May). The violations included arbitrary arrests, physical attacks, threats
and intimidations, violations of human rights online as well as repeated shutdown of internet access throughout the country.

The main perpetrators of these violations were the Ugandan police, the army and supporters of ruling National Resistance
Movement (NRM) party who are believed to be acting on the orders of the president.

AFEX calls on the president to, among others, renew his commitment to promoting and defending free speech and to
openly condemn the unjustifiable attacks on media professionals, opposition party officials and supporters and citizens who
are critical of the government.

Access the full petition addressed to the president of Uganda, signed by:

Media Foundation for West Africa
Africa Freedom of Information Centre
Center for Media Studies and Peace Building
Human Rights Network for Journalists, Uganda

https://www.bizcommunity.com/
http://www.africafex.org/afex/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Petition-to-the-Ugandan-President-to-Safeguard-Free-Speech-1.pdf
http://www.mfwa.org/
http://www.africafoicentre.org/
http://www.cemespliberia.org/
http://www.hrnjuganda.org/


Journaliste en Danger
Media Institute of Southern Africa 
Media Rights Agenda
National Union of Somali Journalists
West African Journalists Association

Source: This statement was originally published on africafex.org.
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http://www.jed-afrique.org/
http://www.misa.org/
http://www.mediarightsagenda.net/
http://www.nusoj.org/
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