
 

Mozambique first SADC country to join A4AI

Mozambique has become the first SADC country to join the Alliance for Affordable Internet (A4AI), a global coalition
working to make broadband affordable for all, after A4AI signed a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
Mozambican government.

Mozambique is now the third developing country to sign an MOU with the Alliance, joining Nigeria and Ghana. The
announcement means that A4AI and stakeholders across Mozambique will work closely together to drive down the cost of
internet access via policy and regulatory reform.

The MOU was signed at the AITEC Southern Africa ICT Forum in Maputo, and Pedro Augusto Ingles, Permanent Secretary
in the Ministry of Transport and Communications inked the document on behalf of Mozambique. He was joined on stage by
Sonia Jorge, executive director of A4AI, country representatives from Nigeria, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the United
States, and other A4AI member organisations including the Mozambique-based Science Innovation and ICT Research
Institute (SIITRI), Google, Internet Solutions and IREX.

Yet another step...

Pedro Augusto Ingles, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Transport and Communications, said: "The signature of this
MOU represents yet another step that the Ministry of Transport and Communications is taking in order to ensure affordable
Internet for the entire population. We hope that this partnership with the Alliance for Affordable Internet, World Wide Web
Foundation and SIITRI will spark deep collaboration between private sector, public sector and civil society actors to drive
down the cost of broadband for Mozambicans."

Sonia Jorge, executive director of A4AI said: "We are delighted to welcome Mozambique as a formal member of A4AI. The
country has made great strides in infrastructure and policy development in recent years, but much hard work still lies
ahead. Latest figures from the ITU suggest that a fixed-line broadband connection costs around one and a half times the
average monthly salary for a Mozambican, whilst a basic mobile broadband package costs between 40% and 66% of
monthly income.

https://www.bizcommunity.com/
https://www.a4ai.org


"We are confident that by working closely with the government, private companies and civil society organisations, we can
help to drive prices downwards and unlock the immense social and economic benefits of the Internet for ordinary
Mozambicans."
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